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McConnell’s plan: $1,200 payments 


GOP unveils $1T 
package, but some 
say it’s not enough 


By ANDREW TAYLOR 
AND LISA MASCARO 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch Mc- 
Connell proposed direct 
payments of $1,200 per per- 
son and $2,400 for couples 
as part of a sweeping re- 
sponse to the coronavirus 
outbreak, according to a 
copy of the legislation being 


crafted by the Kentucky Re- 
publican. 

The GOP leader unveiled 
his plan Thursday as Con- 
gress raced to craft a $1 tril- 
lion rescue package to shore 
up households, health care 
and the U.S. economy amid 
the pandemic crisis and 
nationwide shutdown that’s 
hurtling the country toward 
a likely recession. 

“We need to take bold 
and swift action as soon as 
possible” McConnell said in 
announcing his plan on the 
Senate floor. 

Keeping paychecks flow- 


ing for idled workers as job- 
less claims skyrocket is a top 
priority for both the Repub- 
lican and Democratic plans 
emerging from Congress. 

McConnell’s proposal 
aligns with the Trump ad- 
ministration’s push to 
swiftly send checks to 
American households. 

Under the GOP leader’s 
plan, the aid would be 
phased down at income 
thresholds of $75,000 for 
individuals and $150,000 
per couple. Additionally, 
there would be $500 pay- 
ments for each child. 


But Democrats have their 
own proposals for ushering 
aid to Americans, and even 
many GOP senators panned 
Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin’s idea of direct 
checks of $3,000 for a fam- 
ily of four — preferring in- 
stead to use the federal dol- 
lars to keep workers who 
are asked to stay home on 
business payrolls. 

“What I want is income, 
not one check,” said Sen. 
Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., 
summing up the views of 
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Sen. Mitch McConnell unveiled a plan that aligns with the 
White House push to swiftly send checks to households. 
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ROLLING UP FOR COVID-19 TESTING 


Alex Pierce is swabbed during drive-thru testing Thursday at Cleveland Clinic Weston’s Krupa Center. 
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Non-essential businesses to close 


New virus rules 
aim to keep folks 
closer to home 


By RAFAEL OLMEDA, 
Lisa J. HURIASH, 
MARIO ARIZA AND 
BROOKE BAITINGER 


South Floridians will 
have to say “see you later” 
to the things they love 
most about the state: 
Sprawling beaches, stellar 
dining and scooting along 
the coast to the city that 
offers their favorite of 
both. It’s necessary to help 
stop the spread of the new 
coronavirus in South Flor- 
ida, officials say. 
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Gov. Ron DeSantis speaks during a news conference at 
Broward’s mobile testing site at C.B. Smith Park. 


“Non-essential busi- 
nesses” in Broward and 
Palm Beach counties must 
close to slow the spread of 
the new coronavirus in 


Hawaii Rep. Tulsi Gabbard said she is backing Joe 


Gabbard ends presidential bid 


Biden to be the Democrats’ presidential candidate. 3A 


YOUR NATION, YOUR WORLD 


South Florida, the “epicen- 
ter” of the state’s outbreak, 
Gov. Ron DeSantis said 
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6-year-old girl 
tests positive 


Boca Raton student asymptomatic 


By Lois K. SOLOMON 


A 6-year-old girl from 
Boca Raton has tested pos- 
itive for the coronavirus, the 
youngest case reported in 
the state and the first case in 
the Palm Beach County 
school system. 

Del Prado Elementary 
School Principal Sari Myers 
notified the school’s fam- 
ilies in a letter Thursday. 

The child is not showing 
symptoms, Myers said. 

The Florida Department 
of Health said no further 
epidemiological investiga- 
tions were necessary be- 
cause the child is symptom 
free. Health officials did not 
respond to a question 
Thursday about what 
prompted the testing if the 
girl had no symptoms, in- 
cluding whether a family 
member was infected. 


It’s extremely rare for a 
young child to test positive 
for COVID-9, according to 
the federal Centers for Dis- 
ease Control and Preven- 
tion. Only 5% of current 
cases are in children and 
teens ages 10 to 19, while 
25% are adults 65 to 84 and 
18% ages 55 to 64. The fatal- 
ity rate is highest among 
people over 85. 

According to the Florida 
Department of Health, only 
one child age 0 to 9 has the 
illness. The state reports 13 
children and teens have 
tested positive. The largest 
group is age 60 to 69, with 71 
cases. 

The school principal said 
the child was last on the 
campus of Del Prado on 
March 13. The girl was sub- 
sequently tested on March 
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Exposed to virus 
but still on the job 


Doctors, nurses at work despite susceptibility 


By CINDY KRISCHER 
GOODMAN 


Doctors at several South 
Florida hospitals have been 
asked to keep treating pa- 
tients even after they have 
been exposed to the new 
coronavirus, a problem 
compounded by the lack of 
adequate protective gear. 

Unless they show symp- 
toms, health-care workers 
are expected to keep work- 
ing and not follow public 
health recommendations to 
isolate themselves for 14 
days, they said. The moves, 
which follow a recent 


change made by the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, appear to be an 
effort to make sure there ar- 
en’t staffing shortages, 
which could lead to longer 
waits as the number of 
COVID~19 patients climbs. 
The 96 cases in Broward 
County and 101 in Miami- 
Dade on Thursday account 
for nearly half of Florida’s 
432 cases. The youngest is a 
6-year-old in Boca Raton. 
“The staff has not had 
enough protective gear and 
now they are getting in- 
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The likely Democratic presidential nominee is stuck 


Biden in limbo with delays | 


waiting as states postpone their primaries. 4A 


Apollo 15 astronaut Worden dies 


NASA command module pilot Al Worden, who circled 
the moon in 1971, died Wednesday at age 88. A 
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